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The secrets of the great temple and city of Banteay Chmar have been buried in
this vast forestclad sandstone ruin for 800 years. Now that it is finally being
restored, it is revealed as the twin-hub of the Khmer Empire under its greatest
king, Jayavarman VII (1181-1219), the 47 Buddha-faced towers linking it with
Angkor s 59 tower Bayon.

As well as taking the visitor on a detailed tour of the monument, the book
includes a new translation of the temple's main inscription, aligned with a
contemporary inscription in neighboring Champa. This recounts the lost story of
how the Cambodians marshalled their army in this temple, sending it from here
to conquer Champa. The campaign is also reflected in a 'newsreel' of politico-
military reliefs carved into the outer gallery of the temple, lavishly illustrated here
for the first time. In addition, the story surrounding the unique series of
Avalokiteshvara reliefs, their partial theft and recovery are also discussed.

Banteay Chhmar was also key to the gathering and distribution of precious
medicinal herbs for the world's first chain of 102 hospitals under the care of the
gentle medicine Buddha Bhaisajyaguru.
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From Comrades to Bodhisattvas is the first book-length study of Han Chinese
Buddhism in post-Mao China. Supported by over a decade of ethnographic
research, it provides an intimate portrait of lay Buddhist practitioners in Beijing
who have embraced a religion that they were once socialized to see as harmful
superstition. The book focuses on the lively debates that take place among these
new practitioners in an unused courtyard of a Beijing temple, where laypersons
gather to listen to the fiery sermons of charismatic preachers, and seek solutions
to personal moral crises.

Spurred on by the lessons of the preachers and stories in the media, these
courtyard practitioners inventively combine moral elements from China's Maoist
past with Buddhist teachings on the workings of karma and the importance of
universal compassion. Their aim is to articulate a moral antidote to what they see
as blind obsession with consumption and wealth accumulation among twenty-first
-century Chinese.

Full of engaging descriptions of the real lives of practicing lay Buddhists, From
Comrades to Bodhisattvas will interest specialists in Chinese Buddhism,
anthropologists of contemporary Asia, and all scholars interested in the
relationship between religion and cultural change.
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